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Be eher ray , 
the Son of Man cometh at 
an Hour that ye think not. 


T was the Deſire of the Deceaſed, whoſe 
Remains are now before us, that ſome- 
what might be ſpoken from theſe Words 
upon this Occaſion, Tho? formerly ſhe 
had fix d — another Ar 2 Tim. iv. 7, g. 
I have fought a good Fight, I have finiſhed 
pure haue oh the Sol 3 3 
laid up for me a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which 
the Lord the righteous Judge ſhall give me at that 
Day ; her Mind herein being much upon the 
Words that next follow, and not to me only, but 
unto all them alſo that love his appearing; yet her 
later Reſolution was to have what I have 
nam' d to you, as ſuch, her Funeral- Text. 
Fler Choice appears 'very fuitable, for as 
every Death, and every Funeral ſpeak loudly 
to us in the Language of the former part o 
the Words, Be ye therefore ready alſo ; whit has 
happen'd to the Perſon of whoſe Death or 
Funeral you have been witneſs, will in a little 
den to you; they are gone but a little 
fore you, a few Days, Weeks, Months, or 
Years more, and you muſt Die as they have 
done, and go the way that they have gone, 
for it is the way of all Fleſh, therefore he ye 
e A 2 ready 
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to our Compliance with the awful Exhorta ö 
tion be fore givep, that our bleſſeck Lord ma: 
cook and ,call'for\us at a Seaſon We Aon't en 
pect, he may then come: and ſur prize ys\wher 
we thdughtthe had beg more at a diſtance, o 
that bis. 

off. Thie Time of his coming is always ver) 
uncertain, and it may be, and often 1s ver 
ſadden ; and this laſt is conſirm'd to us b. 
Divine Proyidence in what we have mw un 
der qur view; far thb our deceaſed: Siſter 
the late Mother f your worthy Paſtor; Jiv'c 
to a good old- Age, and was forta confiderabk | 
time before her Death, under the ſenfible 
Weakneſſes and Decays of Nature, yet hei 
Change and Removal at laſt were very ſudden. 
It might tend to cauſe the Words of my 
Text, the awful Advice and Aouit inn which 
they contain, tõ come © with, more Force and 
Weight upon us, had I time to conſider the 
ze mar kahle Context in which they are found 
and ſhqw you how, when our Lord habe xpOS 
the extreme Folly of thoſe who vere for 
amaſſing and ſeeking their Satisfat uu from 
tbe. Riches and: Plenty of this World, withs 
out any proper Regard to their being Rich to- 
ward God in Grace and good Warks, and, i 
ꝓurſuange of his: Advice given them againff 
Coyefonſneſs, which uſher d in this Repreſeny 
tatiog, dehorted his Piſciples from an unrea- 
Jonable jmmoceate Care about Lifeg;and the 
Thipęs of it, by a variety of: forcible Argu- 
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Chriſtian Readineſs for it. 
Propoſes to them another moſt reaſonable and 
neceſfary Caſe, : viz, about their Souls and 
their Eternal State; that duly attended to, 
would be ſufficient to take up their Thoughbes 
and urges their Attendance hereto, | and Dili. 
gence herein, by various moſt momentous 
Conſiderations, which are cloſed: by. the Words 
of my Text; but theſe Things I mutt leave to 
your private Improvement of what you have 
from v. 15, to 40: Dein : | 
The due Conſideration of the Text it ſelf 
is more than ſufficient. to take up the Time of 
this Exerciſe; in ſpeaking to which I would 


tow you, 

I. What's meant here by the comi the 
Sof Mari . £86 4 | by 7 
4 II. What Readineſs we are to labour for 
his coming. YE NE” | 

III. That what is here ſignified by our Lord's 
coming at an Hour that me think'not, is, and 
ſhould be improved as a'powerful Motive to 
inſpirit our Endeavours after a Readineſs for it, 
IV. Offer ſomewhat by way of Application. 


I. What is here meant by the coming of the 
Sor Ja, There is a five-fold coming of 
Chriſt mentioned in Scripture. 28 

1. His coming in bis Goſpel Kingdom, to ſet 
up. the pure Worſhip and Ordinances belong- 
ing to the Goſpel: Church, and in the liberal 
Effuſion, and glorious Manifeftation of the 
Holy Spirit, to make Goſpel Miniftrati- 
ons and Ordinances effectual to obtain the 
Deſign of their Inſtitution. Of this coming of 
the Sen of Man is that place meant, Mat. 1 
1 101 | OY 20 
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228. Verily, I ſay unto you, there be ſome ſtand- 
ane Ph not taſte of Death till they ſes 

the Son of Man coming in his Kingdom, = = 
2. His coming by rhe Grace and Comforts of 
his Holy 17 into the Hearts of Men; ſo Rev. | 
3. 20. Bebotd I ftand at the Door and knock, if 
any Man hear my Voice and open to me, I will 
come in ta him, and will ſup with him, and he 
with me » Wherein it's graciouſly promiſed to 
Sinners that liv'd under the Goſpel Diſpen- 
ſation, that if they hearken'd to the Voice 
of Chriſt's Miniſters, and entertain'd the 
Meſſage that he ſent by them, he himſelf 
would enter into their Hearts by his Holy 
Spirit, and fill them with his Divine Grac 
and Comforts (which were before filld wit 
the unſatisfaftory Traſh of this World) and 
admit them to neareſt Union and Communion. 


. 


with him. 
3. Sometimes his coming to execute Judg- 
ment on the Jewiſh Nation, for their Contem 
of his glorious Perſon and Goſpel-grace, ay 
Mat. 24. 27, 28. For as the Lightning cometh 
from the Eaſt, and ſhineth unta the Weſt, ſo ſhall 
alſo the coming of the Son of Man be; for where- 
Joover the Carcaſe is, thither will the F , be 
Fat ber d together ;, as the coming of ti: ' 1 hte 
ning was ſudden and ſurpriſing, ſo we ud be 
the coming of Chrift, to execute Vengeance 
an the Jews, for their Impenitency, by the Res 
man Armies, whoſe Enſign was the Eagle; 
You may ſee it is diſtinguiſhed from his 
cen to Judgment, by what immediately 
0 ln 1 f 5 | vets ; IE Re 
x Cor. vi. 4. His coming to the la and general Fudg- 
r * 45 Kall Mankind, you! of alt the a: 
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now referr*d to, immediately 
lion of thoſe Days, . 
and he Noon fhall not give her Light, and the 
Stars ſhall fall from Heaven, and the Powers 


 dppear the ſign of the Sen of Man in fleaben; 
and then ſhall all the Tribes of the Eavth mourn ;, 
and they fhall ſee the Son of «Han coming in the 
Clouds of Heaven with Power aud great Glory, 
and he ſhall ſend his Angels with a great ſound 
of a Trumpet, and they ſhall gather the Elelt 
om the four Winds, and from one end of Het- 
ven to the other. The coming of- Chriſt to the 
general Judgment is here ſpoken of, joint! 


and ſaid to enſue immediately after the Tri- 
bulation of thoſe Days, which might well be; 
conſidering, _ | | | 
(..) That this was the greateſt Judgment 
that ever befel any People, and the neareſt 

ralle! to the Day of Judgment, ur- 

(2.) That it was truly a Day of Judgment 
to the Fewiſh Nation, and that the greateff 
Terr” of it proceeded upon the ſame Ac- 
cou nat he greateſt Terror of the Day 
of] ment will do, namely, from this Peg- 
ple's neglecting Chrift, and his Goſpel, as you 
may ſee, comparing e Matt, xxiii. 37. with 
2 The. i. 8. conſidering, : Suess 
(3.) That hereupon would immediately 
follow the greateſt Change and the laſt that 
would be made upon the State of the Church 
upon Earth, Carnal Ordinances being abo- 
Iiſhed, and the unalterable Ordinances of che 


Soſpel taking place; that Kingdom per 


fthe Heaven ſhall be ſhaken; and then ball 


| with his coming to judge the Jew;ſh Nation, 
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of Men and Angels. So it follows in the Places 
| after the Tribula> . 
ſhall the Sun be darken'd 
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Heb. xii. that cannot be moved till it will be delivered 1 
1 Cor, xv. (4.). That the great Day of Judgment ; 
5+ {ould hereupon, ſyddenly follow; which we 
are to conceive. of having in our Eye that 

Pet. iii. great Saying, of the Apoſtle, That one Dq is 
z. with the Lord as a thouſand Tears, and a thouſank 
Tears as one Day. end bow 


| e CUNT IDES E505 
Tis with regard to this, and the foregoing, 
Reaſon, we ſo oft have it ſignified in Scrips 
ture, that the Times from our Saviour's ap- 
pearing and eſtabliſhing a Goſpel Church and 
Worſhip, to his coming again to Judgment, are 
the Liſt Days, 3 
. F; By the Lord's coming is meant, his 
coming to particular Perſons by Death. So Luke 
xix. 13. when the Lord had given to his Ser- } 
vants their ſeveral Talents, he bids them occupy 
till he come; tho” if we apply this to the ſuc- 
ceſſive Ages and Generations of Men, it may 
he reduc'd, to the former Signification; yet the 
moſt ready, next and immediate Meaning o 
the Words, ſeems to be that whereby they are 
referr'd to Chriſt's particular coming to every 
Man by Death. There is no occupying for any 
beyond Death; no trading with az 'cnty 
we have here given us to trade with ond 
the Grave; the account of the Talents we 
have had giv'n us for Improvement will then 
commence; we muſt then give an account of 
our Stewardfhip;, as thoſe that muſt be no longer 
Stewards, and have our Eternal State deter- 
mined according to our Improvement, or Non» 
improvement, or Miſ-1mprovement of them 
(as certainly as we ſha]] have at the great and 
general Day of Judgment, when the ſplemy 
| | 155 Proceſs 
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: Proceſs of ſuch a time will be declared and 
' ratified before Angels and all Generations of 
Men, in that great and general Aſſembly that 
will then be.) And this I take to be the par- 
ticular Meaning of the Words in this Place, 
thoꝰ what was now mention'd is tot to be exclu- 
ded our Conſideration : We are to be always 
Watching and flways ready for the Day of 
Death, and of vur particular judgment, aid 
for the general judgment- Day; that as they 
are both of them, as to the Time thereof, 
uncertain to all Men, and may be expected to 
come upon Mankind by Surprize, neither ofle 
nor the other of them, may be ſuch a Sut- 
rize upon us, as they will be upon the care. 
leſs World: This of the Firſt. Ky 


II. What Readineſcare we to labour for the 


a - 


coming of the Son of Man? 

There is a two-fold Readineſs : We are to 
de endeavouring this way an Habitua! and an 
 Aﬀtual Rande 1 | 
The Diftinftion is certainly proper and ne- 
 ceffary here to be attended to, betwixt Habitual 
and Actual Readineſs for the Lord's coming; 
but in our Thoughts and Expreſſions, 
hat tes to each, to its proper Claſs, muſt 
be acknowledg'd to have its difficult. 
As the Habitual Readineſs lies in our Sancti- 
fication, or the Implantation of the Graces 6f 
- the Holy Spirit in us; whereby our State is 
render'd good before God, and our Condition 
fafe: So the Actual Readineſs conſiſts in that 

racious Temper and Exerciſe, that will be, 
an eſpecial manner, ſignifying of our Pre. 
paredneſs for our Lord's coming, and will 
| B rendet 
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render the Thoughts and Approach of Death 
more agreeable and comfortable to us. But 
as it's only the Exerciſe that can diſcover the 
in being of Grace, and proper Effects thereof 


+ 


"will; be; (where God gives Life and Time) 
"viſibly diſcovering, our Sanctification or Ha- 
bitual Preparation; ſo, if when I would re- 


preſent in the moſt, particular and plaineſt 
— and to the meaneſt Capacities, a 


Matter of ſuch general and vaſt Importance, 


the niceneſs of Diſtinction ſhould ſeem not to 


be ſo ſtrictly obſerv'd in Things betwixt 
which there is ſo near a Relation and Con- 


nexion, the candid Chriſtian will eaſily excuſe 


©... 


I. There's an Habitual Readineſ7 for Chriſt 8 


Coming, when thoſe Things take Place in the 


Soul, and are expreſs'd in the Life, that do evi- 


dently declare a Man's State to be good- This 


conſiſts of, and is diſcover d by ſuch Things as 


theſe: 6 1 
(..) True Repentance for all Sin. The Guilt 


of Sin lying upon the Soul, is enough to make 
the Thoughts of Chriſt's coming terrible. an 


impenitent Sinner can have no comfortable 
Meeting with a Holy Jeſus, who died to ſave 


Souls from Sin, and will certainly -ondemn 


thoſe that are found in it at his coming, If 


ve would not have our guilty Souls, when they 


turn inward, reflect upon themſelyes, and en- 
tertain the Thoughts of our Day of Death and 
Reckoning, I fay, if we would not have them, 
on ſuch occaſion, anticipating the Terror of 


that dreadful Doom of the Judge of all the 
Earth, Go ye curſed into everlaſting Fire prepared 
or the Devil and his Angels. We muſt have a 


Care 
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Care of Living in Impenitence for any known 
Sin: Never ſay it is a little one; if it be Sin, 
away with it, rid your ſelves of it, be hum- 
bled for it preſently. The leaſt Sin is ſuffi- 
cient to make the Thoughts of Death and 
Judgment at che greateſt diſtance, but much 
more in the nearer Approaches moſt terrible 
and dreadful. 5 | 
The Soul that's fit for Death, has ſeen ſome- 
thing of the dreadful Hue, and felt ſomething 
of the dreadful Horror of Sin, that makes 
him diligently avoid it, and as diligently hum- 
ble himſelf upon all Occaſions of its Appear- 
ance in him; and if ever you would be ha- 
bitually prepared for the coming of your Lord, 
fo as that whenever he ſhall call for you by | 
. Death, Death ſhall be welcome, your State | 
ſhall be ſafe in it, you muſt endeavour a true | 
ſight of the odious Nature of Sin ; you muſt by. 
ſee it as the greateſt of Evils, and be deeply 
humbled for whatever of that Nature appears 
in you before God. 
The Soul that is habitually prepar'd for 
Death, has taken a Penitential View, yea, 
frequent Penitential Views of the Sin of its 
Natur ang ihe Sins of its Life. Such a one 
has becn, and is daily humbled for Sin, upon 
thoſe great Accounts particularly that do moſt 
eſpecially tend to move an ingenuous Sorrow, 
as it ſeparates betwixt God and the Soul, as it's 
oppoſite to Divine Goodneſs, the many Mercies 
beſtow d upon him, and eſpecially, the ſingu- 
lar e Mercy and Grace of God in Chriſt Jeſus, as 
it is of a defiling, and not only of a damning 
Nature. True and ingenuous Repentance, and 
ſincere and deep Humiliation for the Sins of 
Ove 5 2 our 
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| L r Nature and Lives, is an Eſſential Requiſits 
of a Soul's Habitaal Readineſs for Chriſt's 


Coming. 

- (2.) Careful Abſtinence from every known Sin, 
is another Requiſite of our Habitual Readineſs 
for our Lord's coming, This is conſequent 
upon the former, the Soul has not truly re- 
pented of Sin that does not carefully abſtain 
from it: The burnt Child, we ſay, dreads the 
Fire; the Perſon that has once felt the pun- 
gent Convictions of the Spirit for Sin, and 
ſubmitted himſelf to them in a due manner, 
will certainly be tender of offending, 


_ Carefulneſs of offending is put down by the 


Apoſtle as the firſt Mark of ſorrowing after 4 
godly fort ;, and tis ftrange how they can ſatis- 
fy themſelves about their Repentance, or ra- 
ther flatter and delude themſelves with the 
Thoughts of any ſuch Thing, that don't find 
this Mark appearing in them. Hopes that are 
thus built, how often do they prove deluſive 
upon the Arreſt of any ſmall Diſtemper or 
Diſorder ; but how certainly will they, at the 
coming of the Judge, prove as the giving up of 
the Ghoſt, and leave the guilty Sinner without 
any. Comfort or Support ? F 

There's nothing does fo ſenſibly ſtrike the 
Soul upon any Alarm of God's Providence, as 
the Conſcience of wilful Sins ; theſe are often 


found more intolerable than Diſeaſes or Sick- 


neſs, outward Croſſes or Loſſes, that cauſe 
miſerable Complaints in thofe that ſuffer un- 
der them, But with what horrid Blackneſt 


do they cloath the Thoughts and Expe&ations 


pf the Lord's coming, who has declared, That 
ſhe Servant that knew bis Maſter's Will and pre. 
fo of 


1 


1 


1 
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pared not himſelf, nor did accordingly, ſhall be 
beaten with many ſtripes ? Luke xii. 47. If this 
be the juſt Expettation of ſuch, how much 
more terrible may theirs be upon this Account, 
that when they knew it, acted willingly, in di- 
rect contrariety thereto? As many wilful Sins 
as a Man has to reflect upon, they will be as ſo 
many Loads upon his Breaſt, under the Thoughts 
and Expectation of the Lord's coming, that 
will tend to oppreſs his Vitals, and contract 
his Hopes; 

As all wilful Sin muſt then be carefully a- 
voided as a neceſſary Requiſite to our Habitual 
Preparation for our Lord's coming; ſo muſt 
we eſpecially watch againſt thoſe that our 
Lord has particularly threaten'd his Vengeance 
againſt in that Day ; ſuch as Drunkenneſs and 
ſmiting our Brethren, Luke xii. 45. F that 
Servant ſay in his Heart, my Lord delayeth his 
coming, and ſhall begin to beat the e Men-Servants 
and e Maidens, and to eat and drink with the 


| Drunken ; the Lord of that Servant will come in 


a Day that he looketh not for bim, and in an Hour 
that be is not ware of, and will cut him aſunder, 
and appoint him his Portion with Unbelievers. Sq 
all Cruelty, Or-reſſion,. rigid exacting upon our 
Brethren beyond their Ability, Matth. xviii. 
33, 34. when he took hold of his Fellow-Ser- 
vant for a Hundred Pence that ow'd his Lord 
Ten Thouſand Talents, the Lord of that Servant, 
it's ſaid, was wroth with him, and delivered him 
to the Tormentors, till he ſhould pay all that was 
„ #6 
It's moſt certain that we cannot live with- 
ut Sin; and no leſs certain, that we cannot 


ye entirely free from wilful Sin; but if we 


e 


221 88 would 
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would be Habitually prepared for the Lord's 
coming, we muſt, in the uſe of all proper 
Means of his Appointment, be exerciſing our- 

ſelves in a diligent Care this way. | 
(3.) A true Faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt is a- 
nother eſſential Requiſite of our Habitual Pre- 
paration for his coming. The great Awards 
of another Life, will be govern'd according to 
the being or n ing of this Grace in us. He 
that has here declared and given it as theSum of 
Mark xvi. the Goſpel, That he that believes and is bap- 
16. compa-tiz.ed, ſhall be ſaved, and he that believeth not 
ed with ſhall be damned, will hereafter ratify and con- 
* firm that ſaying, and the eternal State of the 
Adult that liv'd under the Goſpel, will cer- 
tainly be determined according thereto ; ſo 
that we ſhall never be able to meet Chriſt as 
Judge, if we did not here receive and build 
upon him as our Saviour, and take him as our 
Lord and Ruler, as well as our Prophet and 
Teacher. Dreadful will be the Voice of Chrift 
to thoſe that would not here receive him as he 
Lule xix. was offered in that Day, But thoſe mine Ene- 
27. mies that would not I ſhould reign over them, 
bring hither and ſlay them before me : There- 
fore, if ever we would be Habitually pre- 
pared for Death and Judgment, we muſt build 


upon Chriſt by Faith for Life and Righteouſneſs, 


we muſt accept of him as he is pleaſed to 

offer himſelf to our Acceptance and Depen- 

dance, and muſt be ſure to glorify God and 

do his Will, by believing on him whom he has 

ſent, 1 John iii. 23. We muſt be earneſtly 
ſeeking, if we have it not, that Faith that 

is of the Operation of God, in all the ways 

Pom. x. Of his Appointment, eſpecially hearing the 
23. Word, for Faith comes by hearing. Faith 


\ 
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Faith is the end of the Lam and Goſpel 4 the 
end of all the Precepts and Threatnings of the 
Law, and of all thofe gracious Promiſes of 
the Goſpel, are to bring us to Faith; in having 
this, we have All, and without it we have No- 
thing, we are Nothing, whatever our Opinion of 
our ſelves or others Eſteem of us may be. We 
have no Legal Righteouſneſs, wherein to ſtand 
before the Judge of all the Earth; and if we - 
have not Chriſt's Righteouſneſs apprehended 
by Faith to plead for our Juftification at his 
coming, how terrible will that be to our Souls? 
(4) Love to God and our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is 
another eſſential Qualification of our Habitual 
Preparation for, our Lord's coming. The 
Scripture ſpeaks of the Love of our Lord, as 
that which will tend to make the Thoughts of 
his coming grateful and agreeable, and to an- 
tedate to Holy Souls, the Joys of his Appear- 
ance by the bleſſed Prelibations it gives there 
of anticipating the glorious Sight, 1 Pet. i. 8. 
Whom having not ſeen ye love; in whom, tho 
now ye ſee him not, yet believing, ye rejoice, with 
Foy . unſpeakable and full of Glory : And con- 
trarily, the not loving our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
Bas a dreadful Curſe aſſign'd to it, He that 1 Cor. xvi- 
Joweth not the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, let him be Ana- 22. 
thema Maranatha, accurſed till the coming of 
our bleſſed Saviour, and ſure he cannot be 
bleſſed then; no, the Curſe will then fall upon 
him in its dreadful Weight, and be fully ex- 
ecuted at the fearful Appearance of our Lord, 
to which he is ſo ſeparated. | 
F.) Charity with all Men is another Eſſential 


n 


„ 


Requiſite of our Habitual Preparation and Rea- 


dine ſs for our Lord's coming. He aſſures us, 
| * | whoſe 
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whoſe coming we are to expect and be ready 

for, that without ſuch a Charity maintain d, 

we are not fit to have any thing to do with 
God in Prayer, or any other holy Duties, 
wherein we are conſtantly to acknowledge and 

wait upon him in this World; that therefore 

when we come to lay our Gift upon the Al- 

tar, and there remember any private Diffe- 

rence betwixt us and our Neighbour, we are 
leaving our Gift there, firſt to ſeek Reconci- 

HMatth, v. Iiation, and then to come and offer it, if we 
13, 24 would offer it with God's Acceptance, and to 
our own Advantage; and if we are in any 
private Duties or religious Exerciſes, unſit to 
converſe with the Holy God, while we wart 

that Charity that's due from us to our Neigh- 

bour, it follows, by Parity of Reaſon, that we 

muſt be much more unfit to appear before 

God in ſuch a folemn Manner, and upon {6 

great an Account as we are to do upon out 
leaving this World, if we are not in Charity 
with all Mankind, for if we forgive not from 
our Hearts their Treſpaſſes to our Fellow. Crea- 
tures, our Heavenly Father will not forgive us, as 
our Lord hath ſufficiently teſtified, Kin 


Matth. vi. 
13. 


(60 A faithful Submiſſion, in a conſtant Courſe, 


to the ſanttifying Operations of the Holy Spirit. 
It was the Apoſtles Prayer for the Theſſalonians, 
1 Epift.'v. 23. And the very God of Peace ſanct i- 
fy you wholly, and I pray God, your whole Spirit, 
Soul, and Body, be preſented blamelefs unto the 


coming of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt: If ever we 
would have a joyful Meeting with our bleſſed 
Lord at his coming, we muſt heartily turn 
from all Sin to God, and labour entirely to 
ſubmit our ſel ves to nne 


\ 


1 


\ 


1 


- 
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of the holy Spirit, which our Lord has pur- 


poſely ſent forth that it might by its ſanctify ing 


Influences convey'd to every Part and Power, 
prteſerve the whole Man blameleſs to his co- 


ming. We muſt thus yield our ſelves to the 


Lord, nor grieving the Spirit, nor daring to check 


or counter-work its holy Motions, but ſubmit- 


ting our ſelves intirely to its gracious Dealings 


with us, that by its Influences we may be ani- 
mated and enlarged in an holy Courſe, edified 
in our moſt holy Faith, and ſealed to the Day 


of Redemption. We muſt be daily ſeeking 


and imploring its bleſſed Aids, and improving 
its gracious Aſſiſtances for the enabling us to 
mortify Corruptions, to reſiſt Temptations, to 
do the Will of God, and to make Improve- 
ments in Grace, Holineſs and Comfort unto 
complete Salvation. 

(7) A faithful perſevering Improvement of our 
Time and Talents in God's Service, is another Re- 
quiſite of our habitual Preparation for our Lord's 
coming. That we be doing Good in our Places, 
in ſome Proportion to the Circumſtances we are in 
and the Advantages we have to make uſe of for 
God's Glory, and our own and others Good. 
All that live in the World have ſome Talents, 


more or leſs, put into their Hands for Im- 


provement, Life, Health, Strength, worldly 
Goods, mental Endowments ;, our Relation to others, 
the Power we have over others, the Intereſt we 
have in them, the Reputation we have in the World, 
theſe are improvable Talents, that the Sove- 
reign Ruler of the World, and Diſpoſer of all 
Good, hath intruſted us with, that we might 
employ them for the Service of his Intereſt; 


and he that has by theſe qualify'> us for Ser- 
W — viee, 
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vice, requires our Improvement of the Fa- 
vours he beſtows upon us, according to the 
Advantages we have ; he requires we ſhould | 
be trading with his Talents, and doing good in yy! 
our Places according to our Opportunities. 
We read that the great Lord diſpenſes his 
Mat.xxv. Talents to his Servants, To every one according 
15. to his Ability; and we find afterwards, that 
the good Servants Improvements were accordi 
to the Talents they had received; he that ha 
receiv'd ten Talents gain'd other ten; and he 
that had but two increas'd them to two more. 
Our faithful Attendance to the Talents we 
have receiv'd, to the Advantages and Bleſſings 
committed by divine Providence to our Im- 
provement, and our concerned Improvement 
of our ſeveral Abilities, Opportunities, and 
Intereſts for the doing God Service, is a neceſ- 1 
ſary Requiſite of our habitual Preparation for * 
our Lord's coming. 
*Tis but an uncomfortable Meeting we can 
expect to have with our bleſſed Lord, when 
he ſhall come and call for us out of this World, 
. If we have been ordinarily miſ-ſpending and 
miſapplying, if we have been negleCting or a- 
buſing, and ſquandering away the Talents he 
hath given us for Improvement. If ever we. 
would hope to have our Lord's coming comfort- 
able to us, we muſt, with the Talents he has be- 
Luke xix. ftowed upon us, occupy till be come: We muſt 
13. ſtudy to be doing good in our Places, and be ready 
to improve our Seaſons and Advantages for that 514 
purpoſe ; ſtudy relative as well as real Holi. 
neſs ;. labour to be good in our Families and 
Places, and as diffuſively as we may in the 
Gli o. World: As we have Opportunity, doing good to al, 
E 
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but eſpecially to thoſe that are of the Houſhold of 
Faith ; and by patient Continuance in Well-do- 
ang, againft all Oppoſition from within, and 
from without, ſeeking for Glory, Honour, and 
Immortality, unto the actual Attainment of E- 
verlaſting Life; and bleſſed are thoſe Servants 
whom the Lord when he cometh ſhall find ſo doing; 


for to theſe God hath by Promiſe ſecured the Rom. ii. 
Glory they are ſeeking for. 6, 7. 


I have thus ſpoken to the habitual Prepara- 
tion of Souls for our Lord's coming. There 
is beſides this, | 

2. An actual Preparation for it, a readi- 

neſs of Frame, as well as of State, that we are 
all of us to be labouring after, and which then 
appears, 
Ci.) When a Soul has attained to a Victory over, 
and weanedneſs from the World and preſent 
Things ; when it is not ſo much weary of the 
World on Account of Troubles, Croſſes, Dif- 
appointments, Cc. as weaned from it upon the 
believing Apprehenſion, and inward Senſe of 
the real Vanity of theſe earthly Things, and 
of the Worth and Excellency of thoſe great 
and ſatisfying Realities that lye beyond Time. 
Many are weary of this World, that are very 
' unfit for another, they are worn out, it may 
be, with Age, afflifted with continual Weak- 
neſs and Infirmities, meet with diſappointed 
Expedctations, and may mus be wearied and 
tired out with the Troubles of Life. This may 
argue either Stupidity or Weakneſs, as it falls 
out, and is not the Thing that I ſpeak of. But 
for Perſons upon a true apprehenſion of the 
Vanity, Tranſitorineſs, a Unſatisfactorineſt 
of preſent * and 4 firm Belief, _ 
"oh, * | : 


— 
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real Experience of the ſuperiour Value of ſpi- 


ritual and eternal Things, to be at a point with 
the World and all that it contains; to be wean'd 
from its Pleaſures, Profits, Honours and En- 
joyments, this is a bleſſed Attainment, and 
ſhows the happy Preparation of thoſe Souls in 
whom it takes Place for that better World, 


Hieb. 11.13. Theſe all died in the Faith, not ha- 


ving received the Promiſes, but having ſeen them 
afar off, and were perſwaded of them, and em- 
braced them, and confeſſed that they were Stran- 

ers and Pilprims on the Earth; and, ſays he, 
thoſe that ſay theſe Things, plainly declare that they 


ſeek a Country. Ver. 14. And they deſire a bet- 


ter Country, that is an heavenly, wherefore God is 
not aſhamed to be called their God, for he hath 


provided for them 4 City, ver. 16. Where the 
Mind is truly and ſavingly enlightened, to look 


upon temporal and eternal Things as they real- 
ly are, and to give, as their ſtated Judgment 
to Preference where it is due; where the Sou 
is wrought to an holy Indifference as to preſent 
Things, and a prevailing Deſire after thoſe that 
are better, 1t ſhows that better Things are pro- 
vided for ſuch, and that by the Grace of God 
they are in a good Meaſure prepared for them. 
| (2.) When a Soul has the inward Teſtimony, 
and lively, comfortable Exerciſe of gracious Ha- 
bits ; when the Spirit witneſſes with our Spirits that 
we are the Children of God: When accordingly 
we can apply to God as our God and Father, 
and converſe with him freely and comfortably 
in Ordinances from time to time. When the 
Soul can ſee his Out-goings in the Sanctuary, 
and is bleſs'd with gracious Manifeſtations of 
divine, ſpecial, and diſtinguiſhing Mercy in 
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the Uſe of Ordinances, whether publick or 
private. When the Sun of Righteouſneſs ſhines 
upon the Tabernacle of the Soul, and God is 
pleas'd freely to communicate himſelf in a 
way of ſpecial Favour, 

When it is the Bleſſing and Happineſs of 
Souls to be enlarg'd from God, and for him, 
that they are willing to ſpend and to be ſpent for 
his Service, to lay out themſelves for his Name 
and Honour, and are zealous for his Truth (as 
theſe commonly go together ; and where this 
latter is not, there's great Reaſon to queſtion 
the former) where it is ſo with any, there's 
much of act Preparation for the Lord's 
coming, 

(3.) When Perſons are enabled to improve, re- 
ly upon, and take the Comfort of the Covenant, 
When they can, by the aſſiſting Aids of the 
Holy Ghoſt, look with Comfort to the great: 
Mediator of the Covenant betwixt God and 
Man, as their Sponſor and Surety, take a 
ſomewhat particular and comforting View of 
the great Purchaſe of the Redeemer, and of 
the unſpeakable Bleſſings of his Purchaſe which 
the Covenant conveys and aſſures to believing 
Souls, as apprehending their own particular 
Intereſt in theſe great Things, and truſting in 
the Mercy of God, and Merits of the Redee- 
mer for their full Enjoyment when they ſhall 
leave this World. | 

(4.) When hereupon the Soul is willing toleave 
this World, can ſay, as Simeon, if God ſhould 


give it a preſent diſmiſs, Lord, now letreft thou Luke ii, 


thy Servant depart in peace, for mine Eyes have 29. 


ſeen thy Salvation. It is abſolutely reſign'd to 


the Will of God, and eaſy in its own 3 
n | wh 
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whether it ſhall be continued in this World a 
Tear, Week, Day, Hour, e Moment longer, 
knowing that all ſhall be vel with it, and that 
whether in Life or Death Chriſt ſhall be gain 
to it. 

(J.) When tho? it is ſubmiſſive to the Will of 
God, it's deſirous rather to depart and to be with 
Chriſt, it has, upon ſolid Grounds, a ſettled 
Peace, no Fear or Apprehenſion within it ſelf, 
any further than what is natural, and flows 
from its conſtant Converſe with ſenſible Ob- 
jects, a natural averſeneſs to Diſſolution of 
the natural Frame and Union betwixt Soul and 
Body, and the preſent inviſibility of thoſe 
Things that are the Matter of Faith, 

| When the only prevailing Deſire that the 
Soul has of continuing here is, that it ma 

be capable of that farther Service to God, 
and his Intereſt in the World, which it can- 
not in this kind yield in another, and which 
may there abound to its good Account. This 
was the Temper of the holy Apoſtle: 'I am in 


a Strait betwixt two, having a deſire to depart ' 


and to be with Chriſt, which is far better Ne- 
vertheleſs to abide in the Fleſh is more needful for 
you. 

(6. ) When the outward Affairs, as well as the 
mward Man, are prepar'd and diſpos'd for ſuch 


a Change, When as God directed Hezekiah, 


the Houſe is ſet in Order, and. worldly Affairs 
ſo diſpos'd of, that the Soul, that is otherwiſe 
ready, has nothing of theſe worldly Things to 
embroil its Thoughts, but all Things in a rea- 

dineſs for its Tranſlation hence. 
This Manner of actual Preparation we are to 
be all of us labouring for, tho it muſt be acknow- 
| ledg'd 
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ledg'd that there may be a true actual Prepa- 
redneſs for Death and Eternity that may be 
ſhort of this. And that I may not be wanting 
to the Peace of any fincere Soul, I ſhal, in 
one Particular, lay before you what I look 


on as the leaſt and loweſt Degree thereof, and 


that I take to be, 

(7.) When in the true Exerciſe of the Graces 
of God's Spirit, and faithful Employment of its 
Time and Talents in God's Service, the Soul is 
waiting for, and expetting its Lord's coming, 
This is the leaſt and loweſt Degree of a Soul's 
Preparedneſs that Way. That it be attending 
to thoſe Advantages God hath put into its 
Hand for Improvement, exerciſing it ſelf un- 
to Godlineſs in the Duties of its general and 
particular Calling, diligently laying out it 
ſelf in God's Service, exerciſing the Graces of 
the Holy Spirit (as Occaſion is giv'n thoſe that 
are to be occaſionally exerciſed, and ſtatedly 
ſuch as are of conſtant Exerciſe) in this Way 
waiting for its Lord's coming. And this I 
ground on ver. 35, Cc. of the Chapter of my 
Text, Let your Loing be girded about, and your 
Light burning, and ye your ſelves like unto Men 
that wait for your Lord, when he will return from 
the Wedding, that when he cometh and knocketh 
you may open to him immediately : Bleſſed are 
thoſe Servants whom the Lord when he cometh ſhall 
find watching. Verily I ſay unto you, that he ſhall 
gird himſelf, and make them ſit down to Meat, and 
will come forth and ſerve them. And if he ſhould 
come in the ſecond Watch, or come in the third 
Watch, and find you ſo, bleſſed are thoſe Servants. 
And this know, that if the good Man of the Houſe 
had known what Hour the Thief, ſhould ceme, he * | 

ave 
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have watched, and not ſuffered his Houſe to be 
broken through, When Perſons are thus girding 
up the Loyns of their Souls, uſing a ſerious and 
induſtrious Diligence in God's Service, faith- 
fully attending to the Duty of their Places, 


and exerciſing and cultivating the Graces of - 


the Spirit that are in them to this purpole, 
then are they an ſome Meaſure prepar'd, and 
in actual Readineſs for the Lord's coming. 
And I hope I need but mention it to you, 
that in this Exerciſe is included their faithful 
Abſtinence from every known Sin, and what- 
ever elſe has been fignified as belonging to the 
habitual Readineſs of Souls for the Lord's com- 
ing ; as true Repentance for Sin, Faith in the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Love to God, Charity to- 
wards all Men, and a true Submiſſion to the 
Guidance, and ſanctifying Operations of the 
Holy Spirit. | 
But tho! I ſhould be glad if Things were 
come to this paſs with all that hear me, let me, 
my Brethren, earneſtly exhort and beſeech 
you not to reſt in, or content your ſelves with 
the loweſt Attainments as to actual Prepared- 
neſs for the Lord's coming, but to remember, 


and be govern'd by that Precept of the holy 


Apoſtle, which you have, 2 Pet. 1. 5, Cc. 
That giving all Diligence, you add to your Faith 
Vertue, and to Vertue Knowledge, and to Know- 
ledge Temperance, and to Temperance Patience, 
and to Patience Godlineſs, and to Godlineſs bro- 
therly Kindneſs, and to brotherly Kindneſs Chari« 
ty, that ſo an abundant Entrance may be miniſtred 
unto them into the everlaſting. Kingdom of our 
Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, Thus of the 
tecond General, which, as the Caſe requir'd, 
Tz "mo 


